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Color check:
Colors used have a high contrast ratio and the entire palette has been reviewed in a 
color vision deficiency simulator. Try ColorSafe.co if you need help getting started.

Use a descriptive title:
The title should tell you exactly what question will be answered with the chart or 
graphic. If possible, include the chart’s key message in the title or subtitle.

Use a descriptive legend:
Use actual names for the elements included in the legend for your chart or map, 
rather than variable names. This will make it easier for a text reader to interpret.

Include a descriptive caption, or alt-text for web visualizations:
The caption or alt-text should provide context or any additional information needed 
for the interpretation of the chart. For example, include the data source, summary of 
key message, or any outliers that are important for the user to understand. 

Add a thin white border around points and stacked bars:
This makes it easier for users for color vision deficiencies to tell shapes apart if they 
have trouble interpreting the colors of the shapes.

Define axis labels:
Axis labels should be presented as plain-text, rather than as the variable name (ex. 
“Number of people reached” instead of “x”). If possible, present axis labels horizontally. 
Do not hide axis labels to save space on smaller screens. 

Don’t hide important information in interactivity:
If you use hover-over interactivity, ensure that any information conveyed is also 
available within a caption or reference that could be read by a text reader.

Translate acronyms or abbreviations:
Ensure that any acronyms are written out in the chart, even if they are already written 
out in another place within your document. Avoid figures of speech or idioms that may 
not be easily understandable to users to do not speak your language fluently.

Table rows and columns are simple:
Avoid merged columns, multiple tables in the same spreadsheet, and other 
complicated table formatting that may be hard for a text reader to process. 

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/
https://coolors.co
http://colorsafe.co

