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e Key messages

&5 Hunger

L
B Hunger and malnutrition constitute major risks to
health globally.:
B Hunger exists when people do not have access to
sufficient, nutritious food.
B Reducing hunger requires a multifaceted approach
as the underlying causes include:
m climate change and environmental stress
m poverty and inequality
® natural disasters and conflict
L y E economic crises.
B The causes of malnutrition include insufficient
consumption of nutritious food as well as:
m poor child feeding practices
® limited access to health services
® lack of clean water and good hygiene practices.
.. B Renewed efforts are required to meet the
% Millennium Development Goal of halving hunger
. _ and malnutrition by 2015.
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Facts and figures

Hunger

B Approximately one billion people are
undernourished and do not have access to
sufficient food.

Seventy-five per cent of the world’s food-insecure
reside in rural areas.?

One out of four children, an estimated 146 million,
in developing countries is underweight.
Malnutrition causes one-third of the nearly ten
million deaths annually of children under five years
of age, in developing countries.

B Women account for over 60 per cent of the world’s
hungry.

Women produce 60-80 per cent of the food
consumed in developing countries;? but they are
often marginalized and have less access to land,
"Water, agricultural extension, credit and markets.
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Key messages
Linking hunger and
climate change

B Hunger is exacerbated in times of crisis.

B Climate change increases the risk of droughts,
floods and storms, including uncertainty about
where and when they will hit.

B Climate change will multiply existing threats to
food security, including making land and water
more scarce and difficult to access.

B Communities that are food secure are less
vulnerable and cope better with environmental
stress.

B With the reality of a changing climate, more effort
is needed now, to ensure food security for an
increasing global population.
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A young girl returns from the mill where her family’s corn has been ground into maize
meal. In Niger, the Red Cross will distribute food to some 23 400 children below the age
of five over the coming weeks.

Facts and figures
Food security
in a changing climate

B By 2050, the risk of hunger is projected to increase
by 10-20 per cent, and child malnutrition is
anticipated to be 20 per cent higher compared to a
no-climate change scenario.s

B By 2020, impact on food production may include:

m significant decreases in crop yields in some
rain-fed African systems

m decline of 40-90 per cent of grassland
productivity and reduced access to water in
semi-arid and arid regions,

m agricultural production reduced by increases
in coastal erosion, salination, flooding or other
impacts on coastal or inland farming areas and
water resourcess

= decline of fish stocks as a result of reduction in
fresh-water levels in some areas.

B Achieving food security under a changing climate
requires:

m substantial increases in food production

= improving access to adequate and nutritious
food

= reducing the impact of extreme events on food
security through investments in disaster risk
reduction

m stronger capacities to cope with increased
disease risks such as dengue fever, malaria,
and cholera.

5 Climate Change, Food Insecurity and Hunger - Key Messages for UNFCCC
Negotiators Submitted by WFP, FAO, IFRC and OXFAM, as well as WHO, WVI, CARE,
CARITAS and Save the Children - November 2009.

6 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Climate Change, Impacts,
Adaptation and Vulnerability: Work Group II Contributions to the IPCC, 2007.

7 Climate Change, Food Insecurity and Hunger — Key Messages for UNFCCC
Negotiators Submitted by WFP, FAO, IFRC and OXFAM, as well as WHO, WVI, CARE,
CARITAS and Save the Children - November 2009.

What can National Societies do?

Raise awareness of staff and volunteers on the links between hunger,
malnutrition, food security and climate change.
Encourage and engage in cross-sectoral dialogue at the national-level

to raise awareness and identify appropriate activities.
Expand and link programming across these sectors.
Strengthen livelihoods during non-disaster times and asset protection

during crises.

Improve disaster risk management plans.

Online resources
hittp:/www.ifrc.org/what/disasters/recovering/food-security.asp|
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For more information, please contact:
International Federation of Red Cross

and Red Crescent Societies
Community preparedness and risk reduction department

PO. Box 372
CH-1211 Geneva 19 - Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 730 4222 E-mall: secretariat@ifrc.org Web site: www.ifrc.org
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