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Facts and figures

•	 A	report	to	be	released	next	week	has	found	that	Red	Cross	
and	Red	Crescent	volunteers	contributed	USD 6 billion dollars	
worth	of	services	worldwide	in	2009.

•	 The	value of services	delivered	by	Red	Cross	and	Red	Crescent	
volunteers	in	2009	was	the	equivalent	of	USD	90	cents	for	every	
person	on	earth.

•	 The	global	Red	Cross	and	Red	Crescent	volunteer	workforce	
numbers	13.1 million:	greater	than	the	population	of	Greece,	
and	equivalent	to	the	population	of	Tokyo.

•	 In	2009,	13.1	million:	two in every thousand people	in	the	world	
volunteered	with	Red	Cross	Red	Crescent.

•	 In	Sub-Saharan	Africa	and	South	East	Asia	the ratio of vol-
unteers is much higher than the global average	at	1:327	and	
1:432	respectively	highlighting	the	capacity	of	Red	Cross	Red	
Crescent	to	scale	up	both	emergency	and	developmental	ini-
tiatives	immediately	and	substantially.

•	 Donor	dollars	go	much	further	with	the	support	of	the	vol-
unteer	network.	On	average,	the	Red	Cross	Red	Crescent	net-
work	of	volunteers	extends	its	paid	workforce	by	a	ratio	of	1	
to	20:	meaning	that	for every paid staff member there are 20 
volunteers.	

•	 Women make up the majority	of	Red	Cross	and	Red	Crescent	
volunteers	at	54	percent	while	male	volunteers	make	up	46	
percent	globally.	This	breakdown	is	consistent	in	all	regions	
except	South	and	South	East	Asia	where	the	majority	of	vol-
unteers	are	male	at	54	percent	and	60	percent	respectively.

•	 Although	Red	Cross	Red	Crescent	is	known	mostly	for	its	
role	in	disasters,	the area in which most active volunteers are 
engaged is health,	with	37	percent	of		volunteers	world	wide	
working	in	the	area.	Volunteers	add	tremendous	value	in	the	
health	arena	as	acknowledged	by	UNV	in	observing	that	the	
total	volunteer	effort	through	the	Global	Polio	Eradication	
Initiative,	in	which	Red	Cross	and	Red	Crescent		volunteers	
play	a	part	was	valued	at	more	than	USD	10	billion	dollars,	an	
‘amount	far	beyond	the	reach	of	governments	or	international	
and	national	organizations’.
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International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Facts and figures 

Region
Total number of 

volunteers
Total annual value of 

volunteers
Average annual 

value per volunteer

Average ratio 
of staff to 

volunteers

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

1.4 million USD 117 million dollars USD 86 dollars 327

Middle East and 
North Africa

527 thousand USD 50 million dollars USD 94 dollars 35

Central, Southern 
and Western 
Europe

1.3 million USD 1.1 billion dollars USD 855 dollas 32

Eastern Europe, 
Central Asia, 
Turkey and 
the Southern 
Caucasus

217 thousand USD 25 million dollars USD 114 dollars 19

US and Canada 710 thousand USD 868 million dollars USD 1,22 dollars 11

Caribbean 72 thousand USD 19 million dollars USD 268 dollars 45

Latin America 165 thousand USD 66 million dollars USD 401 dollars 15

South Asia 2.7 million USD 279 million dollars USD 102 dollars 23

South East Asia 2.8 million USD 225 million dollars USD 79 dollars 432

East Asia 3.1 million USD 3.1 billion dollars USD 1 002,00 dollars 118

Pacific 54 thousand USD 29.5 million dollars USD 542 dollars 18
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For further information,  
please contact:

www.ifrc.org
Saving lives, changing minds.


