Application for Composing Alerts in Common Alerting Protocol (CAP, X.1303) Format
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NOTE: If an alert must be issued in less than one minute, please
use your simplified warning method instead of this editor tool

‘This tool is for composing alerts in CAP (X.1303) format. You must login to be authenticated in your role as

authorized composer or approver of CAP alerts. (An approver is an authorized composer also authorized to
publish the CAP alert.) Authentication requires your e-mail address and password.

Lanauage - 2-letter (lowercase) IS0 639-1 code for text in this CAP alert and its

Internet news feed. fen

Status - I the alert to be published as an actual alert or as a test or exercise?  [Test
Scope - Is the alert to be published as a public alert or published as a private or

restricted alert? Restricted[v]

MsaType - Is this a new alert, or an update or cancel of an already issued alert?  [Alert [v]

Compose CAP alert




	This is the entry point to the tool for composing CAP alerts. It opens to an authorized person upon entry of his/her email address and associated password. 
Here, the composer sets the CAP alert language, status, scope and msgType. 

	
[image: image2.png]N®.Yd 1nitialize this CAP alert (status: Test, scope:
Restricted, msgType: Alert)

This application confirmed or created tuo file diractories, vithin the designated server diractory for the application, now
et to null. The diractory at ci/cap/an/drafts i for draft CAP alerts and ci/cap/an/alerts is for published CAP slerts.

Select initial values using one of the most recent posted alerts: (c:/cap/en/alerts)
As Posted 2014/03/30 16:34:58 | 2012-10-28-08-47-32.XM The tsunami Advisory continues in effect for the|

[coastal areas of California and Oregon from Gualala Point, California (80 miles NW of San Francisco) to
[Dougias/Lane County Line, Oregon (10 miles SW of Florenca).

| s Posted 2014/03/2¢ 035103 | 2011-02-02-08-37-09.Xml Geomagnetic Storm Alert

s Posted 2013/11/21 20:4218 | 2013-11-22-01-42-03.XM Flood varing for Musanze Norther Province,
[Rvanda

s Posted 2012/08/16 15:04:16 | 2011-02-02-10-08-30.XmMl Fiazh flood Warning for South Cantral San

[Bernardino, Wastern Riversids, and North Cantral San Diego Counties in Southwest California

Select initial values using one of the most recent draft alerts: (c:/cap/en/drafts)

Dref s of 2013/11/21 20:4206 | 2013-11-22-01-42-03.XM Flood varing for Musanze Norther Province,
[Randa

Drsft s of 2011/02/05 040726 | 2007-08-15-18-53-48.Xml Flazh flood Warning for South Cantral San

[Bernardino, Western Riversids, and North Cantral San Diego Counties in Southwest California

| Dreft 25 of 2011/02/05 040726 | 2011-01-25-04-53-33.XmMI Geomagnetic Storm Aler
Dot o5 f 2011/02/06 040726 | 2011-01-25-05-06-47.XMI Hount 5t Helens Volcano Advisory (avistion

[color cod= ORANGE)





	In this application, the composer is able to start from any previously entered CAP message, whether that message was actually posted or just drafted. This is a useful because a new event is often similar to a prior event. 

Here, a composer can scan the dates and headlines of most recent CAP alerts. 
Putting the mouse over an entry shows text of the description and instruction elements for that alert.



	On the next page is shown the main screen for composing a CAP alert. 
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identifier [um0id.249.0.1.170.12014.10.17.10.57 42

sender [echristian@usgs gov sent [2012-10-17T10:57:42-00:00

status [Test

msgType [Alert

scope [Restricte

restriction: |

language[en[¥]  category[Met V] responseType ™

event: [Message from USGS Volcanoes Program

urgency [Expected severity [Minor certainty [Possible

onset [ expires

senderName: [USGS Volcanoes Program, Craig Weaver

Text templates for headline, description, instruction.
headline

[Mount St Helens Volcano Advisory (aviation color code ORANGE)

description

[Curzent status is Valcano Advisory (Alert Level 2)7

aviation color code ORANGE: Growth of the new lava dome ~
inside the crater of Mount St. Helens continues,

accompanied by low rates of seismicity, low emissions of
steam and volcanic gases, and minor production of ash.

|During such eruptions, changes in the level of activity can v
occur over days to months. The eruption could intensify
instruction

[Wind forecasts from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
|Administration (NORA), coupled with eruption models, show A
lthat any ash clouds that rise above the crater rim today
[vould drift principally eastward. Under current eruptive
conditions, small, short-lived explosions may produce ash
clouds that exceed 30,000 feet in altitude. Ash from such
events can travel 100 miles or more downwind.

‘web [fittp/ivulcan wr usgs goviVolcanoes/MSHIEruption04/
image [fittowww fs fed usigpnfivolcanocams/msh/

contact [Craig Weaver 1-206-553-0627
areaDesc

Skamania County, Washington, in the Pacific Northwest
zegion of the United States (96 miles south of Seattle,

<>
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	The composing screen has Web form fields with pull-down selections and input areas for text. The composer can mouse over any field to see a tip about what values are expected.
The composer can choose at any time to show the CAP alert in XML format. When the composer changes anything in the Web form and leaves that field, the CAP message XML changes as well. 
The composer can choose text from templates for the headline, description, and instruction. This choice opens a new window so text can be copied and pasted as needed.

The composer can use a map tool to specify either a circle or a polygon for the alerting area.

As the alert is being composed, the composer can choose at any time to validate the draft alert. 

The composer can also save a copy of the draft alert.


	When the composer receives confirmation that the draft CAP alert message has been saved, he/she can send a link to the draft alert via e-mail to the composer's e-mail address. In this way, the composer can use his/her e‑mail system to get others to review the alert, or to send the CAP message to a notification mailing list.
If the person composing the alert is authorized in the role of approver, he/she can actually publish the alert. The tool copies the alert into the publicly accessible directory of posted CAP alerts. The tools also updates the RSS news feed, which has entries pointing to the CAP alerts. 
Whenever the RSS news feed is updated, a notice can be pushed to the Alert Hub so that all subscribers get immediate notification that there is a new alert.  Direct subscribers to the RSS news feed will get the alert when their subscription software next checks the news feed.
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