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About Sahana

Sahana Software Foundation is a tax-exempt nonprofit (501.c.3) in the USA.

We produce the EDEN platform, which is the world’s most popular open source 
information management systems for disaster management.

Our goal is to get more users, contributors and vendors involved in our open source 
project. It is not to sell you products and services.

We maintain a list of professional vendors who offer support for Sahana EDEN. 

Sahana’s mission is to save lives by providing free 
and open source information management systems 
that improve the effectiveness of organizations and 
communities throughout the disaster cycle.
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History of Sahana

2004: Indian Ocean Earthquake 
prompts the development of a platform 
to coordinate various responding 
organizations.

● Developed by the Sri Lankan Center 
of Humanitarian Agencies (CHA).

● Funded by Swedish International 
Development Agency (SIDA).

● Supported by IBM’s crisis response 
team.
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History of Sahana

2005-2008: Sahana PHP is 
deployed in countries 
throughout Asia, as well as 
in North and South America 
by NGOs and government 
agencies for all parts of the 
disaster cycle.
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History of Sahana

2009: SSF receives nonprofit status 
and launches its second generation 
EDEN platform.

2010-2016: EDEN functionality 
expands to incorporate 20 modules 
driving adoption to over 25 countries.

Sahana EDEN Technologies

Web Server Ex. Apache

Application Sahana EDEN

Web Framework Web2Py

Language Python

Database MySQL or PostgreSQL

Operating System Windows, Linux or Mac
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EDEN Codebase

● Mapping: All geographic data can be 
displayed on a map.

● Authorization: All data is controlled 
by configurable permissions which 
allow for granular access by user, 
organization or office. 

● Reporting: All data can be filtered and 
represented on matrix reports, pivot 
tables and charts.

● Data Integration: Web Services via 
RESTful API. Data import/export to 
CSV, XLS, XML, JSON.
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Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) Project Portal

Asia Disaster Preparedness Center 
(ADPC)

Asia Pacific Region - 2010-present

Functionality:

● Projects Management
● Contact Directories
● Federated Data 

Synchronization
● GIS
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Risk Analysis
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Resource Management 
System

International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

Global - 2011-present

Functionality:

● Volunteer Management
● Staff Management
● Logistics
● Inventory and Asset 

Management
● Projects Management
● Organization Directories
● Assessments
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Resource Management System
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Give2LA
City of Los Angeles 

Emergency Management Department

USA - 2011-present

Functionality:

● Public/User Interaction
● Donations Management 
● Volunteer Management
● Request Management
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Donations Management
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Washington Common 
Operating Picture

City of Seattle 
Seattle Police Department

USA - 2014-present

Functionality:

● Incident Management
● CAD Feed Processing
● Contact Directories
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Incident Management
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Benefits of Open Source

As Sahana EDEN improves, the cost of 
deploying information management systems 
continues to go down.

● Sahana EDEN is open source.
● No licensing fees or restrictions.
● You have “ the rights to study, change, 

and distribute the software to anyone 
and for any purpose.”

● MIT license explicitly allows people to 
start businesses deploying it for others.

EDEN is one of many successful open source 
software projects impacting the world.
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Open Source is Similar to Open Standards

Common Alerting Protocol:
● Community developed and community 

maintained.
● No restrictions on who and how it can be 

used.
● Goal is to spread the standard, not to make 

a profit.
● No licensing fees.
● People can localize it to meet specific 

needs.
● It enables seamless flow of information 

between platforms.
● More users makes it more powerful and 

more useful.
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Connect with us.

SahanaFoundation.org

devin@sahanafoundation.org


