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N It's Mr. Radar!! He is the best teacher
when it comes to natural disasters!!
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Be prepared for natural disasters with Mr. Radar!!
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On the occasion of 90" Foundation Day Anniversary of the Relief and Community Health Join Jom, Ek, and their families in their adventures.

Bureau by the Thai Red Cross on December 23, 2010 the Relief and Community Health ; ;

Bureau prepared a cartoon booklet titled Be prepared for natural disasters with Find out what enfolds. See the different prObIemS they have
Mr. Radarl! to deal with, and how they learn to deal

Its aim is to publicize the mission of the Relief and Community Health Bureau for with natural disasters.

disaster preparedness and response. Particularly in terms of coping with disasters
so that children and youth will gain knowledge and be aware of how disaster
preparedness can help them and their loved ones.

> See what Mr. Radar has to say!! He has all
More importantly, children and youth will learn how to cope in natural disasters that ; : :
may occur suddenly. In time, it is hoped that the children will also educate their families the answers and if you listen to him...

indirectly. You could save the day...“One day”.

The use of cartoons as a medium for telling stories is expected to motivate and encourage
children and youth to read: This is to encourage and promote reading as a good habit

as well. Cartoons do not intimidate and often invite curiosity and interest. The main story
for this cartoon book highlights the situations people can be in the middle of natural
disasters. lIts narrator is Mr. Radar: The voice in charge of advising, providing information
about causes, observations and coping with a variety of disasters, from winds, to storms,
floods, earthquakes, landslides and droughts.

The Committee for Preparation at the Relief and Community Health Bureau hopes that this
cartoon book will provide useful information for everyone who reads it.



\Understanding disasters...
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Really strong winds can cause storms

Storms are characterized by strong and sometimes violent
winds. Sometimes strong winds can bring rain storms.
So, you just need to be prepared.

Non-stop rains can cause floods

Too much water can cause floods and sickness.

If it rains too much, even our homes will be affected..
Sometimes our pets are affected too. You just have
to know what to do.

Just be aware... Once you know, you will never
be afraid. Not even if it’'s an earthquake

Earthquakes are not so common in our countries. But we
should learn what to do - IN CASE it happens one day...
It is just about being prepared. That way, you can be safe.
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Muddy water is a sign of danger

Muddy water can indicate some strange things...
Like a landslide. Bet you didn’t know that.
Read on to find out more.

Trees are our friends. Without trees we will
have drought and heavy rains

The major cause of drought and heavy rains is deforestation-
this means when people remove a forest or a stand of trees.
Without trees, we will be affected by natural disasters.

\‘ lady. It's her rules at home

The Adventurers

Page An ordinary boy who loves to play.
J o m He is also very curious about everything.
He is often asking questions about things
1 he does not understand.

Dad

Jom’s father. Amicable, easy going with
a great sense of humour. He has some
knowledge on disaster preparedness as
he has attended training sessions with his
Red Cross and Red Crescent friends. He
love Hugh, his favorite dog.
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31 Mom

Jom’s mother. A reasonable and
responsible mother...A real genteel




Dad’s favorite dog. Sometimes
H u g h even has the ability to alert

Jom’s family to strange and

dangerous happenings.

Oh!! And there is Ek and Ek’s family.
They are Jom’s neighbors!! Everyone is
joining in this adventure. You come too!!!

We can all have fun together!

Hi' | am Mr. Radar

| will teach you how to be prepared.... Together
we will learn how to act in a strange situation
during a natural disaster!!

Really strong winds can cause storms




Jom! It's going to start raining soon.
Let's go inside!

You too, Ek! Go home! Stay out of the rain,

otherwise you might get sick!

You could catch a cold!

Okay! | was going
to help you bring
those clothes inside.

Ek!!! | also need your
help with these clothes too!

-\

Come home now! | don’t
want you to get wet.
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It rains every time
| wash the car!

Dad! Stop worrying
about the car!
Please close
the windows.

_ Hey,

thanks for offering
to help my mom.
See you later!!

/ =
/ ON T+
Gy
J
A}
] =
_ No Hugh!
You stay outside!
<Why do | have
to stay outside?
Wufg wuffl!>
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Mom!! The winds
sound really
horrible!!

C’mon, Jom!! Think of it as having
turned on the fan! And right now the
fan is at its highest speeds.... If it
gets any faster, we can all fly!!!

Dad!! Strong winds Rk /‘4
do not make people fly... SN
In fact, these winds
are dangerous!!

What causes a storm? =

Howling winds, described as high winds,
that blow small twigs and leaves in a powerful
swirl are called windstorms. Let's see what
Mr. Radar can teach us about storms and

how to be careful in this kind of disaster...

Hey, kids!!! A windstorm is when you feel strong winds blowing
violently around you. It can destroy building and trees.

There is usually no rain, BUT it may rain after the windstorm.
When that happens, the rain will be HEAVY!!

You should be ready for windstorms
and heavy rains in March, April
and May.

Make sure you can last about
seven days at home without
electricity or water!!

| have some safety tips
for you too...

Y7 When you see heavy rains ;r" | @
and thunder storms. Turn off
all electrical appliances!

Pull their cables and wires
out of the wall sockets!
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w Stay inside your house Or a safe shelter!
If safe shelter is not available, move to a
safe spot on higher ground, away from
strong winds and flood zones.

% Even when there is no electricity, you should
still listen to the local news channels from a
battery-operated radio.

Make sure you have that kind of radio. .
Don’t forget to close all windows

and doors.

It is very important to get updates on

what’s going on in your area. )

® Make sure to listen for your

neighborhood warning systems.
Q=0
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Find out where the safest places
\ are in your neighborhood.

-

Yy If your family lives near the sea or a river,
do not go out in the storms. Tie down
your boats and find out where the safest
places are. You MAY even want to move
to a safer area.

)
A
Y7 Make sure your home has a first
aid kit, extra clothes, dried food,
canned foods, mosquito coils,
candles, flashlights, batteries
and drinking water that can
last for 5-7 days.

So!! Don’t forget. Have a safety kit
that will last for up to 7 days at home!
Pull out all electric plugs! and
know all your safe shelters!!
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Mom, | feed Hugh
every day!! | just
haven’t fed him
today!!

Non-stop rains can cause floods

Jom!! Have you
fed the dog yet?

*It has been raining
for five days now™

Oh, look! Hugh knows we are talking —
about him. He is at the window!!

It has been five days!!
Five days!! And it’s still
raining cats and dogs.

I'll bet he's
hungry!!

Yeah! He MUST be hungry. That’s why he
is pawing at our window... AND he is sitting in a
laundry bucket floating this way!!! Ha! Ha! Ha!

Don’'t worry, Dad. | have
food stored for several

—
S
days. We can last for g_

a week!




Disasters caused by flood waters are called
inundation. Big word, huh? It just means a lot of
water crept up on us. Usually there is so much
water that we can’t go anywhere.

Oh! He is sitting Yeeeeah...and
in a laundry how could he move

bucket?? . this way dad?

How do floods happen?? Floods can happen
in many ways. The water in ponds and rivers
could overflow. Dams could have broken.
And there could have been non-stop
heavy rain over a long period of time or

If we do not take care of the world we live
. in, we will face large natural disasters
more frequently. One of these disasters
AN 28 are “floods”. Floods are caused when
& ¥ o people clear our forests. When that
happens, we do not have any more shade Q\
. e : or moisture. It becomes hot and dry.
: Littering in rivers, canals or drains can also cause floods. Litter clogs
. : pr waterways and causes floods in many areas. Flood waters or
' standing waters are also dangerous. They can bring diseases like:
S Conjunctivitis, Diarrhea, Leptospirosis, Athlete’s foot, and Wound
/ 0 S Infections. To avoid being sick, we should eat properly cooked food,
( A and drink clean water. Oh, and we need to wash our hands before
© P " -, eating too! Kids, if you have a cut don’t play in flood waters. It could
§ 0 O J hurt you! AND!! Don’t play with toys in flood water too. You could get
0 » N . . . . "e)
8 ) o O seriously sick from it. | know it sounds strange. But it’s true!!!




Mr. RADAR!!? HELP..I!
What do we do now??!!
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Jom!! Relax.. It’s not that bad. Here’s
what you should do! We should all be
safe if we follow these tips.

P
¥y Listen to the radio for updated news and o
information. Listen out for neighborhood =
warnings!
'z
ﬁ Remember that kit | was talking about? Well,
you need it now!!

You should have rice, dried foods, instant noodles and clean
drinking water to last for a week.

You also need to prepare medicines, a first aid kit, extra clothes,
blankets, candles, matches, dry firewood, a radio with batteries,
a flashlight. Don’t forget extra batteries too!!

Yy First, move everyone to higher
ground or a safe building.

People, including pets and
appliances - MOVE.

Then, secure your home!!
Make your house safe
from water!!

50 =

v¢ Collect your important documents and valuables : )

and keep them in plastic bags. Tie and knot them
properly so no water can get in.

¢ You can fill sacks with sand. Then stack
these sacks against doors and ridges
around your home to stop water from
. pushing its way into your home.
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Y7 Do not play in the flood water. The water could be
toxic. Or may contain a live wire that could
electrocute, and possibly kill you..

It is that serious..

KIDS!!! Pay attention to these tips!!

- wStay away from live wires-or exposed wires,
£lectricity is still flowing through them and they can kill!!
Avoid poisonous snakes and centipedes during floods.
Watch out for landslides or mudslides. Heavy rain and
floods can cause landslides and mudslides!!

Do not swim! Do not play on boats!

Do not paddle in water you TNINK looks shallow!!
Some parts are deep!! You just can’t see it!
Before leaving your house, make sure to
measure flood water levels every time for
your own safety.
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Dad!! WHY are you
packing the dog??
Do you want him to choke
inside a plactic bag? These
bags are used to pack our

valuable belongings

Hugh is valuable to me!
| love him very much.

Mom!! DAD!! LOOK!!
Ek has a boat!!

sound of rowing
boat passing
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