
COVID-19 Weekly Update August 16-22nd & 23rd- 29th  

Situation Update 16-22nd August 

Over 23 million cases confirmed and reported, with over 800 thousand deaths reported to date (unofficially 
over 23.5 million cases and over 812 thousand deaths, over 6.6 million active cases and over 16 million 
recovered). The India, Mexico, Brazil, and US, are reporting the highest daily increases in deaths. India, the 
United States, Brazil, Peru and Colombia, are reporting the highest daily increases in new cases.1  

 
Weekly cases per 1 million population (WHO), IFRC Membership Operational updates available on the Go 

platform 
 
  

 
 
 

ECDC Geographic distribution of 14-day cumulative number of reported COVID-19 cases per 100 000 
population, worldwide, as of 23 August 2020 (bottom left); Weekly change in confirmed cases (bottom right) 

    
 

News / Political Context 
• Countries with highest reported Per capita daily increases (change in average incidence): 

o Maldives (263 per million pop), Peru (253 per million pop), Bahrain (219 per million pop), 

Colombia (204 per million pop), Brazil (179 per million pop). 

• Daily confirmed deaths increasing most rapidly in Belize, Gambia, Aruba, Uganda, Namibia, 

Paraguay.2 

• Cases doubling rapidly in British Virgin Islands (5 days), Trinidad and Tobago (8 days), Belize (10 

days), Aruba (11 days), French Polynesia (12 days).3  

• European Region:  

 
1 Official numbers and WHO visualizations available here  

2 https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus  
3 Reference to ECDC data using https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus 

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/3972#actions
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/3972#actions
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data-explorer?tab=table&yScale=log&zoomToSelection=true&deathsMetric=true&dailyFreq=true&aligned=true&perCapita=true&smoothing=0&country=&pickerMetric=location&pickerSort=asc
https://who.sprinklr.com/
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-cases


o With Spikes in European countries, many are re-imposing the closing of night clubs and 

enforced face coverings.  

• Asia Pacific Region:  

o India’s coronavirus deaths pass 50,000 

o Uptick in cases in Seoul, South Korea 

• Africa Region 

o Ghana plans to re-open borders and airports within the next month 

• Americas Region 

o US School reopening: more than 2,000 individuals—including students, teachers, and other 

staff—across multiple states have been quarantined following exposures at schools, and at 

least 230 positive cases have been identified. 

o US estimated to have passed second peak around July 24th, reporting over 1,000 deaths per 

day for the past 3 weeks with California, Texas, Florida, New York, Georgia and Illinois 

reporting the highest number of cases.  

o Many US territories showing very high incidence including the US Virgin Islands (332 new 

daily cases per 1 million pop) which is the highest incidence globally, Puerto Rico and Guam 

also reporting high daily incidence. 

• MENA Region 

o Lebanon seeing an increase in case incidence which is complicated by the ongoing response 

to the Beirut blast – stay home measures reinstated, but challenges exist to follow given 

many people are at a loss for appropriate shelter solutions. 

• Calls for renewed research on patterns of disease transmission between people and animals as more 

animals test positive for the virus. However, transmission from animals to humans is not likely to be a 

major source of transmission. 

• Northern Hemisphere prepares for upcoming flu season with ongoing COVID-19 outbreaks 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ac9Huu9e38GoYvjGAdyBNiJ9zC9GHW89NuBvS3DDCK6LB-Z3rPb6my8CXiYIzwRuKDl-YmgvdHJPwll8QVJbOVDa4Ih-spAA5C-uYtPr4CUaDC---s0sjrxHzDbCUWRDVZelbaN-qj0b0xJ23b7Qt3dBXgwK8sAMlXlD5ola3d825xUlGzQVmZRWETljSxkBd5_ed7cJcZ2lvNNBdkjNqwNr06ajsck8&c=Y0Eby4J_7XSkTIuEWN3SRJ0AtvgCZX0gq70mbNTmNnLkaaREyd6_fA==&ch=LcY8GJuzUFzJGEpGDvni_8_6hNCR-RBIa5AnZ36n7VnYby_jRTDVwA==


Situation Update 23-29 August 

Over 24.8 million cases confirmed and reported, with over 838.9 thousand deaths reported to date 
(unofficially over 25.2 million cases and over 848 thousand deaths, over 6.8 million active cases and over 17.5 
million recovered). The US, India, and Brazil are reporting the highest daily increases in deaths. India, the 
United States, Brazil Peru, Colombia, and Argentina are reporting the highest daily increases in new cases.4  

 
Weekly cases per 1 million population (WHO), IFRC Membership Operational updates available on the Go 

platform 
  

 
Below Left Map by Transmission Classification (Pink=Community Transmission, Yellow= Clusters, Purple= Sporatic Cases, Blue= No cases) 

 
Below Map: WHO percent change in the last 7 days. Highest increase shown in dark oragne, highest decrease in dark green 

 

 
4 Official numbers and WHO visualizations available here  

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/3972#actions
https://go.ifrc.org/emergencies/3972#actions
https://who.sprinklr.com/


News / Political Context 
• Countries with highest reported Per capita daily increases (change in average incidence): 

o Maldives (263 per million pop), Peru (253 per million pop), Bahrain (219 per million pop), 

Colombia (204 per million pop), Brazil (179 per million pop). 

• Daily confirmed deaths increasing most rapidly in Botswana, Belize, Trinidad and Tobago, Aruba.5 

• Cases doubling rapidly in Myanmar (8 days), French Polynesia (10 days), British Virgin Islands (10 

days), Trinidad and Tobago (11 days), Jamaica (12 days).6  

• European Region:  

o As of August 26th, the 14-day case notification rate was 42 per 100,000, with the rate 

increasing for the past 38 days.7 Rates are highly dependent on testing rates 

o Croatia, France, the Netherlands and Slovenia have reported increases in test positivity for 

this week compared to last. 

o With Spikes in European countries, many are re-imposing the closing of night clubs and 

enforced face coverings.  

o ILI and ARI surveillance strategies have reported similar or fewer than the average for the 

past few years through the same systems. 

o Reported data from 22 countries show 24% of COVID-19 cases are hospitalized, with 12% of 

hospitalized patients requiring ICU care.   

o Europe: 209 325 deaths; the five countries reporting most deaths are United Kingdom (41 

501), Italy (35 483), France (30 635), Spain (29 094) and Russia (17 176). 

• Asia Pacific Region:  

o India’s coronavirus deaths pass 50,000 

o India, Indonesia, Iran concerning, slight decrease in new cases in Pakistan 

o There has been a surge in cases in South Korea, with schools closing until September 11th and 

additional quarantine measures implemented nation-wide for the next 2 weeks 

• Africa Region 

o Ethiopia seeing a high increase in cases – a trend likely to continue into the next week 

▪ Laboratory capacity is reportedly overstretched in Ethiopia. There is also a reported 

lack of testing capacity in Mauritania, particularly for PCR testing. Mali has limited 

laboratory testing capacity at the regional level.8 

o Ghana plans to re-open borders and airports within the next month 

o Kenya experienced its peak incidence rate in early August, but has extended its current social 

distancing for an additional 30 days to hopefully continue to drive incidence down. 

• Americas Region 

o 13% world’s population; 50% of cases 

o Increasing numbers in Peru, Mexico, Columbia and Argentina 

o US School reopening: more than 2,000 individuals—including students, teachers, and other 

staff—across multiple states have been quarantined following exposures at schools, and at 

least 230 positive cases have been identified. 

o US estimated to have passed second peak around July 24th, reporting over 1,000 deaths per 

day for the past 3 weeks with California, Texas, Florida, New York, Georgia and Illinois 

reporting the highest number of cases.  

o Many US territories showing very high incidence including the US Virgin Islands (332 new 

daily cases per 1 million pop) which is the highest incidence globally, Puerto Rico and Guam 

also reporting high daily incidence. 

o Testing of sewage for college dormitories allowed University of Arizona to identify 2 positive 

cases after revealing COVID-19 in the sewage of one dormitory 

o  

 
5 https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus  
6 Reference to ECDC data using https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus 
7 ECDC 
8 WHO Weekly update 

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus-data-explorer?tab=table&yScale=log&zoomToSelection=true&deathsMetric=true&dailyFreq=true&aligned=true&perCapita=true&smoothing=0&country=&pickerMetric=location&pickerSort=asc
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ac9Huu9e38GoYvjGAdyBNiJ9zC9GHW89NuBvS3DDCK6LB-Z3rPb6my8CXiYIzwRuKDl-YmgvdHJPwll8QVJbOVDa4Ih-spAA5C-uYtPr4CUaDC---s0sjrxHzDbCUWRDVZelbaN-qj0b0xJ23b7Qt3dBXgwK8sAMlXlD5ola3d825xUlGzQVmZRWETljSxkBd5_ed7cJcZ2lvNNBdkjNqwNr06ajsck8&c=Y0Eby4J_7XSkTIuEWN3SRJ0AtvgCZX0gq70mbNTmNnLkaaREyd6_fA==&ch=LcY8GJuzUFzJGEpGDvni_8_6hNCR-RBIa5AnZ36n7VnYby_jRTDVwA==
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/covid-19/country-overviews
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/wou-28-august-approved.pdf?sfvrsn=d9e49c20_2


• MENA Region 

o Lebanon seeing an increase in case incidence which is complicated by the ongoing response 

to the Beirut blast – stay home measures reinstated, but challenges exist to follow given 

many people are at a loss for appropriate shelter solutions. 

o Morocco also seeing an increase in cases likely to continue into the next week 

o 2000% increase in COVID-19 cases reported in NE Syria reported 

• Calls for renewed research on patterns of disease transmission between people and animals as more 

animals test positive for the virus. However, transmission from animals to humans is not likely to be a 

major source of transmission. 

• Northern Hemisphere prepares for upcoming flu season with ongoing COVID-19 outbreaks 

Recent Research/ Evidence 
• Study on the impact of Contact Tracing on Rt has to be paired with strong community case detection 

and isolation and quarantine measures must be followed. When community detection of 

symptomatic index cases and tracing of contacts were less than 50% simulations show only an 

estimated 10% reduction in Rt. Simulation models below.9 

 
• Study of children hospitalized for SARS-Co-V-2 found only 51% of those infected presented with 

fever, and the majority presented with non-specific symptoms (9% met criteria for MIS-C). Viral load 

was highest within the first 2 days of symptoms, and significantly higher than adults, implying children 

may be a source of transmission of COVID-19.10 

• US CDC has found that people could continue to test positive for SARS-CoV-2 for up to 3 months 

following infection. Studies on immunity are still unclear and ongoing.11 

• Recent study in China shows that still more research is needed to understand the implication of 

neutralizing antibodies to SARS-Co-V-2 play towards protection of future infection. In the study, 175 

 
9 JAMA 21 Aug 2020. Modeling Contact Tracing Strategies for COVID-19 in the Context of Relaxed Physical Distancing 

Measures 

 
10 Journal of Pediatrics 19 Aug 2020. Pediatrics SARS-CoV-2: Clinical Presentation, Infectivity, and Immune Responses 
11 US CDC 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769618?utm_source=silverchair&utm_campaign=jama_network&utm_content=covid_weekly_highlights&utm_medium=email
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769618?utm_source=silverchair&utm_campaign=jama_network&utm_content=covid_weekly_highlights&utm_medium=email
https://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(20)31023-4/fulltext
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0814-updated-isolation-guidance.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769618?utm_source=silverchair&utm_campaign=jama_network&utm_content=covid_weekly_highlights&utm_medium=email


patients who recovered from mild illness had significant variations in neutralizing antibodies, and 10 

had none at all.12  

• To date, SARS-CoV-2 has not been isolated from breast milk, and there are no documented cases of 

transmission of infectious virus to the infant through breast milk, although more research on this 

topic will continue.13 

• Super-spreading events defined as events where a person may have more close contacts with others 

than average. Higher-risk events include those that take place indoors, with poor air circulation and 

where social distancing cannot be maintained. Emphasis placed on the context of the event rather 

than the person themselves.14 

• Some researchers suggest a scaled approach to physical distancing recommendations given various 

risk factors15: 

 
• Expected overall underestimated surveillance of COVID-19. Authors suggest including recovered cases 

in surveillance methods to increase likelihood to capturing the true impact of COVID-19.16 

• Recent UK study found a strong correlation between COVID-19 incidence in the region and school 

outbreaks, with evidence that schools do not drive the transmission rates, rather they follow trends 

in the local community (majority of school-related outbreaks were associated with staff rather than 

students).17  

• In a comparison of the COVID-19 outbreak in NYC to the 1918 influenza outbreak, relative increases 

in the early response periods of COVID-19 were substantially greater than the 1918 H1N1 outbreak18  

• Study of the genetic composition and BCG vaccination status of countries revealed correlations 

between BCG- status and HLA genotypes in 28 countries with increased fatality rates.19  

 
12 JAMA 18 Aug 2020 Evaluating the Association of Clinical Characteristics With Neutralizing Antibody Levels in Patients 
Who Have Recovered From Mild COVID-19 in Shanghai, China 
13 JAMA 19 Aug 2020 
14 Useful examples of super-spreader COVID-19 events shared in this article. LSHTM research can be found here.  
15 BMJ 25 Aug 2020 
16 Lancet 27 Aug 2020. Surveillance underestimates true burden 
17 Public Health England : SARS-CoV-2 infection and transmission in educational settings.  
18 JAMA 13 Aug 2020. Comparison of Estimated Excess Deaths in New York City During the COVID-19 and 1918 Influenza 
Pandemics 
19 Journal of Human Genetics. 22 July 2020. SARS-CoV-2 genomic variations associated with mortality rate of COVID-19 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2769741
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/2769741
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2769825?guestAccessKey=c0d06f6a-9826-434c-b0c7-f4e582bef498&utm_source=silverchair&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=article_alert-jama&utm_content=olf&utm_term=081920
https://www-huffpost-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.huffpost.com/entry/what-are-super-spreader-covid-1_l_5f43fd11c5b60c7ec4148d6b/amp
https://wellcomeopenresearch.org/articles/5-83
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3223
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31823-7/fulltext
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/911267/School_Outbreaks_Analysis.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769236
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2769236
https://www.nature.com/articles/s10038-020-0808-9
https://www.bmj.com/content/370/bmj.m3223


Clinical Trails  
• Hospitalized patients with moderate COVID-19 randomized to a 5-day course of remdesivir had a 

statistically significantly better clinical status compared with those randomized to standard care at 11 

days after initiation of treatment. Clinical significance is still unclear.20  

• Emergency use authorization Saliva-based diagnostic test developed by Yale school of public health 

(US) results released showing an estimated 83-100% agreement with approved testing 

methodologies. Testing materials to be estimated at $5 per test. The school plans to make the testing 

protocol open source. Additional studies underway.21 

• Argument for strong clinical trials which need to ensure 50% efficacy to be useful for herd 

immunity, unless vaccination trials also include longevity, and ensure it is not harmful (i.e. cause 

disease enhancement among sub-groups) to make sure roll-out of selected vaccinations does not 

further harm current vaccine hesitancy. Short-term efficacy for the trials should average between 3-6 

months.22 

Modeling  
• Projections for the reproductive number and deaths (ICL weekly projections) Assuming the 

underlying CFR 1.38% forecasting for the upcoming week (from  23rd August) based on 53 countries 

are below:  

 
Current estimates for the effective reproductive number (Rt) shown above.  

Humanitarian Impacts 
• Hol Camp & Arisha camps in North, Northeast Syria reporting first confirmed cases of COVID-19 

o Access to water continues to be unreliable for WASH  

• While seeing one of the highest incidence rates in Peru, indigenous populations (33% of the 

population identify as indigenous), in the Amazon are not receiving the timely response necessary to 

address the high rates of COVID-19.23 

• Mapping of COVID in Humanitarian settings available here depicted below showing COVID-19 cases 

compared to where vaccination campaigns have been postponed  

Guidance Launched or Highlighted This week 
Weekly update from WHO available here 

• WHO daily updates for COVID-19 to be rolled into the weekly situational updates and “Rolling 

updates” for COVID-19. The map functionality (shared above) will continue to have new features 

 
20 JAMA 21 Aug 2020 
21 FDA News release 
22 The Lancet 27 Aug 2020. Vaccine trials should seek worthwhile efficacy  
23 The New Humanitarian 

https://mrc-ide.github.io/covid19-short-term-forecasts/index.html
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/strategies-and-plans
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2769871?utm_source=silverchair&utm_campaign=jama_network&utm_content=covid_weekly_highlights&utm_medium=email
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-yale-school-public-health#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%20U.S.%20Food%20and,testing%20for%20COVID-19%20infection.
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31821-3/fulltext
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/photo-feature/2020/09/01/Peru-Amazon-Indigenous-coronavirus-health?utm_source=The+New+Humanitarian&utm_campaign=8deb32f00a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_09_01_Monthly_Read&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d842d98289-8deb32f00a-75570533


• WHO: Home care for patients with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 and management of their 

contacts 

• WHO Interactive Timeline available here 

• Operational considerations for COVID-19 management in the accommodation sector: interim 

guidance 

• WHO COVID-19 Essential Supplies Forecasting Tool 

• Promoting public health measures in response to COVID-19 on cargo ships and fishing vessels 

Useful Sources 

Some additional sources – such as specific journal articles are shared as a foot note and saved to the 

“Evidence” folder in Teams.  

ALNAP launched COVID-19 response portal 

BMJ COVID-19 resources 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  

End Coronavirus Visualizations  

Center for Humanitarian Health: COVID-19 Maternal and Child Health, Nutrition Literature Reviews 

Global Health 5050 Sex desegregated data 

Health Map 

Imperial College of London 

ISARIC COVID-19 resources 

Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security and CSSE 

Humanitarian platform for COVID-19 

The Lancet 

LSHTM COVID-19 mapping tool  

New England Journal of Medicine 

Next Strain (Phylogeny of SARS-CoV-2) 

Our world in Data 

PLOS COVID-19 

ProMed 

WHO 

WHO Technical Guidance for COVID-19 

MobLabs 

MobLabs Domestic and international risk of importing a case 

World Meters 

 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/home-care-for-patients-with-suspected-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-presenting-with-mild-symptoms-and-management-of-contacts
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/home-care-for-patients-with-suspected-novel-coronavirus-(ncov)-infection-presenting-with-mild-symptoms-and-management-of-contacts
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/interactive-timeline/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/operational-considerations-for-covid-19-management-in-the-accommodation-sector-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/operational-considerations-for-covid-19-management-in-the-accommodation-sector-interim-guidance
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Tools-Essential_forecasting-Overview-2020.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-Non-passenger_ships-2020.1
https://covid19.alnap.org/
https://www.bmj.com/coronavirus
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
https://www.endcoronavirus.org/countries
http://hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/empower/advocacy/covid-19/covid-19-children-and-nutrition/
https://globalhealth5050.org/covid19/sex-disaggregated-data-tracker/
https://www.healthmap.org/ncov2019/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/mrc-global-infectious-disease-analysis/news--wuhan-coronavirus/
https://isaric.tghn.org/
http://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/resources/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.covid19humanitarian.com/
https://www.thelancet.com/coronavirus?dgcid=etoc-edschoice_email_tlcoronavirus20
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_tracker/
https://www.nejm.org/coronavirus
https://nextstrain.org/ncov?l=clock&p=grid
https://nextstrain.org/ncov?l=clock&p=grid
https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus
https://plos.org/covid-19/
https://promedmail.org/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance-publications
https://www.mobs-lab.org/2019ncov.html
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/3ffd36c3-0272-4510-a140-39e288a9f15c/page/U5lCB
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/

