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4 - 4	Hands-on Review with External Data sets



This exercise would be for a team who needs to understand if an external data set has the data they need or for training a group of individuals who want to learn about how to identify if an external data set is up to the task. A prerequisite for this exercise might be Making decisions to get the data we need (4 - 1) also in this module.
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▶	People: 4 to 16 people
▶	Time: 45 Minutes
▶	Difficulty: Intermediate
▶	Virtual Materials: virtual meeting platform, shared document/writing space
▶	In-Person materials: Flipcharts/noteboards, sticky notes, markers


Exercise

Preparation:
If there is low or no access to the internet, facilitators should download a few example datasets for participants to use. There are datasets available on IFRC FDRS, IFRC Go, HDX (UN OCHA), and other data portals.

Part 1: Explore (5 minutes)
What is the question we need to answer? Do we really understand the question and who is asking? Why are they asking this question?

Part 2: Define (25 minutes)
Participants will require internet access for this step. Alternatively, the facilitator can download a few ‘example’ datasets on key topics such as climate, health, migration and/or crisis and disaster to use.

There are datasets available on IFRC FDRS, IFRC Go, HDX (UN OCHA), and other data portals.

Part 3: Review (10 minutes)
Explore the dataset and ask the following questions:

▶	What was the purpose of this dataset? Is it aligned with our own?
▶	In terms of the question – is the dataset:

· Accurate?
· Complete?
· Consistent?
· Valid?
· Timely?

If you’ve responded ‘no’ to any of the above then ask if there’s another dataset that might do it better or be used to compliment this one. Or, do you need to build your own dataset?
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Part 4: Discuss (5 minutes)
Ask the group to reflect on what they need to consider or do before they identify and use an external dataset.

Extra Credit
It might be helpful to use the Making decisions to get the data we need (4 - 1) exercise in conjunction with Making Data Useful, Useable and Shareable (5).

Credit

Dirk Slater
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