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6 - 8	Unveiling the analysis spectrum
(exercise material)





Use with Unveiling the analysis spectrum (6 - 2)
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Types of analysis and why use them
The list of analysis (ACAPS 2015, Pherson 2010) and purposes below is extracted from a more detailed Data Playbook document on the analysis spectrum.

Exploratory analysis

Engage and discover what is there and how usable it is.

Descriptive analysis

Report or summarize what is known about situations, people, places, or objects

Explanatory analysis

Probe the reason or immediate causes of a situation, explaining why it has developed or is developing.

Interpretive analysis

Examine the significance of a problem or topic of interest as it relates to decision maker’s interests, using logic to interpret and make judgments about various values or meanings behind the data

Anticipatory analysis

Look to the future, asking what might happen next and proactively try to anticipate courses of action that decision makers may take in response to potential issues or triggers

Prescriptive analysis

Known as response analysis and planning in the humanitarian sector. It entails the selection and design of appropriate
and proportionate responses or interventions
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Deep-diving in the analysis spectrum (group work)

	Type of analysis
	Who needs it? When?
	What do we need to know before doing the analysis?
	Real life example

	Exploratory
	
	
	

	Descriptive
	
	
	

	Explanatory
	
	
	

	Interpretive
	
	
	

	Anticipatory
	
	
	

	Prescriptive
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