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“Can this data visualisation be trusted?” It is important to present your data as accurately and transparently as possible, in order for your audience to trust that data to guide decision-making. In this exercise, participants interact with, and think critically about, data visualisations and the effect to which they
are trustworthy, unbiased, and accurate. This exercise is aimed at Data Curious participants who want to build their skills in creating data visualisations to be used for decision-making.






[image: ]Data Playbook
Module 8: Presenting and Visualising Data
40 - 42

[image: ]M 8	|	S ▷ 5	Data GalleryD
A
T
A
P
L
A
Y
B
O
O
K






Learning objective
To critically assess a data visualisation for effectiveness and trustworthiness, and identify areas where content may be manipulated.


People
6-12 people, in groups of 3


Time
One hour


Difficulty
Beginner


Materials
12 A3 prints of data visualisations


Instructions
1 Preparation: Preselect 12 infographics and data visualisations from the selection included here, or others that you have encountered. Choose a variety of visualisations, from those that show a lot of data to those that are just using visual metaphors. Print them on larger paper (A3 or Tabloid works well) if possible. Place them on the walls around the room with an equal amount of space between them. Number them with post-it notes. Try to disperse complicated ones evenly between those that are not so complicated, so that you avoid bottlenecks during the gallery walk.
2 Each group of three should start in front of one poster (try to spread out around the room if possible). In your group, review the data visualisation on the poster in front of you. Spend 3 minutes discussing the following questions:
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a) What's the message?
b) Who is the creator of this data visualisation and who is the audience?
c) What's the evidence or data contained?
d) Is there a source cited? Do you think the source is credible?
e) Does the data appear to be presented accurately?
f) )	Is the presented key message a correct interpretation of the data?

3 Every 3 minutes your group should rotate in a clockwise direction until you have looked at all the posters.
4 After all groups have reviewed all the posters, all participants should come back together for a discussion about the posters they reviewed. Discuss topics such as:

g) Which ones were the most effective? Why?
h) Which ones were the least effective? Why?
i) Were there any posters where the data source was not included, or where the data source was not credible?
j) Were there any posters where the data was not presented accurately, or where the key message may have been misinterpreted?
k) Reinforce for participants how knowing your audience is critical. Talk about how different audiences might understand a visualisation differently than others. Emphasize the importance of presenting data accurately, above all else, and reviewing your
visualisation to ensure it is not misleading, biased, or manipulated.

Credit

Adapted from an exercise originally created by Tactical Technology Collective
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