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8 - 6	Infographic Drawing












One of the most important components of data storytelling is to communicate the action you want your audience to take based on the data. This exercise will challenge participants to think visually about a data narrative. This exercise is aimed
at Data Active and Data Advocate participants who have reviewed the list of Infographic Design Best Practices (8 - 9) prior to the exercise.
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Learning objective
Apply the infographic design best practices. Gain practice with highlighting the desired action for the audience to take.


People
Teams of 2 to 5 people, up to 24 participants total


Time
One hour


Difficulty
Intermediate


Materials
Example Data Narrative (see below), either shown to all participants on a slide or distributed as a handout. A computer with internet access for each group.

▶	In person: Flipchart paper and markers (face-to-face)
▶	Virtual Materials: virtual meeting platform, shared document/writing space.


Instructions
1 Preparation: Distribute the Example Data Narrative (see below) to each group of participants.
2 Take about 5 minutes to read through the Example Data Narrative and figures included.
3 After you have read through the Example Data Narrative, spend about 10 minutes examining the data and fact-checking. Determine if all the information provided is accurate or not. You are welcome to use the internet for research.
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4 Spend the next 20 minutes sketching your infographic, based on the narrative and data provided. You may refer to the list of Infographic Design Best Practices for tips. As you are designing your infographic, please consider the following:

a) If you find errors or inaccuracies in the information and data provided, you should not include those errors. Please only include accurate data in your infographic.
b) If you have additional data and information related to the subject presented, you are welcome to integrate and complement information based on your sources.
c) You are welcome to use any graphics, maps, charts, text, or any other elements you find relevant to tell your story.
d) Ensure that you communicate an action that you want the audience to take based on the data.

5 After you have finished, please use tape to hang your infographic on the wall.
6 Conduct a “gallery walk”. Everyone should spend 5 minutes walking around the room and reviewing all the infographics. They should be on the lookout for: 1) following the Infographic Design Best Practices, and
2) an action that they think they should take based on the data.
7 Each group should then take turns presenting their infographic.

e)  Questions to ask:

· What did you learn during this infographic design process?
· How did you address any inaccuracies in the data?
· What action did you want your audience to take and how is that communicated on your infographic?


Example Data Narrative
The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of all 55 countries on the African continent. It was established on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and launched on 9 July 2002 in South Africa, with the aim of replacing the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). The most important decisions of the AU are made by the Assembly of the African
Union, a semi-annual meeting of the heads of state and government of its member states. The AU's secretariat, the African Union Commission, is based in Addis Ababa.

All UN member states based in Africa and African waters are members of the AU, as is the disputed Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR). Morocco, which claims sovereignty over the SADR's territory, withdrew from the Organisation of African Unity, the AU's predecessor, in 1984 due to the admission of the SADR as a member. However, on 30 January 2017 the AU admitted Morocco as a member state.

Top 10 most populated countries in Africa:

1 Nigeria:	182.2M

M 8	|	S ▷ 6	Infographic DrawingD
A
T
A
P
L
A
Y
B
O
O
K







2 Ethiopia:	99.39M
3 D.R. Congo:	77.27M
4 Algeria:	39.67M
5 Uganda:	39.03M

Please feel free to add additional data on missing countries or other information that you might find interesting!

Credit

Exercise: Guido Pizzini

Infographic Design Best Practices: Katherine Lilly, American Red Cross
image1.png
solferino
academy




image2.png




image3.png




