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In this exercise, we want groups to understand why data matters in a humanitarian response. One method of answering the why is personifying data (i.e. turning data into a human) and understanding what Data would want from you and what Data can do for you.
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▶	People: 2 to 10 people
▶	Time: 40 Minutes
▶	Difficulty: Easy to Medium
▶	Virtual Materials: Virtual meeting platform, shared document/writing space
▶	In Person materials: Flipcharts/noteboards, sticky notes, markers


Exercise	
Part 1: Explore (25 minutes)
The goal of the exercise is to help teams understand how and why data matters in a humanitarian response. In order for them to do so, the facilitator will introduce the concept of Data as a person rather than an arbitrary object. For this, you can divide your team into groups and for each group assign one person who will role play as Data. The rest of the group will try and befriend Data by asking a series of questions:

To help in role playing Data, here are some characteristics on what type of person is Data?

▶	Data wants to help you strengthen your humanitarian response.
▶	Data wants to be a resource that you can readily rely upon
▶	Data wants to solve your problems
▶	Data wants to support your ability to learn


Question: Who is Data?
Prompt questions and elaboration: Where does Data come from (e.g. location, name, language, primary source, secondary source, etc.)? What type of data is Data (e.g. number, written text, geographical coordinates, etc.)?


Question: What Data wants from the group?
Prompt questions and elaboration: The person role playing as Data should ask for clarifications on the questions they are getting. Ask the groups to elaborate on the
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questions and why they need this information. Data can then guide the team with a list of components that would help in making sure they and the team are working towards the same goal.


Question: What can Data do for them?
Prompt questions and elaboration: Check what questions Data has answered for the team and where gaps remain. Have the team try and address these gaps with clear questions they can ask of Data.


Part 2: Discuss (15 minutes)
End the exercise with a discussion on how Data has impacted their project and if Data was able to solve any problems or issues that the team faced. This will allow teams to reassess if it would have been more beneficial to the project to ask different questions to reach a better objective.

Credit

This exercise was suggested by Anna Cooper and Hazel Carter and developed and edited by Melissa El Hamouch and Dirk Slater
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