 D A T A P L A Y B O O K 	M 1




[bookmark: _TOC_250000]1	Understanding how data matters







Table of Contents of the Module
1	Understanding how data matters	1
1 - 1	What Data is in a Piece of Fruit	7
1 - 2	What is Data?	10
1 - 3	Data and Information Q&A	20
1 - 4	Why Data Matters	33
1 - 5	Personify Data	50
1 - 6	No Data Situation	53


[image: ]M 1	|	S ▷ Cover	Understanding how data mattersD
A
T
A
P
L
A
Y
B
O
O
K






Understanding how data matters












Many projects at IFRC have a data component as data has become a part of everyone’s job at IFRC. This module is for anyone who wants to use data but isn’t sure where to start. It
is also for anyone who wants to help others understand how data matters in their work.






















Data Playbook
Module 1: Understanding how data matters
3 - 6
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Questions this module explores
▶	How to explain to teams and organisations the importance of data.
▶	What are some of the discussions and best practices to highlight the importance of data in humanitarian action.


Learning Objectives
▶	Differentiate between data and information
▶	Explain why data matters in humanitarian action
▶	Explain how data matters in humanitarian action


Topics
▶	What is meant by data
▶	Importance on the availability of data and the role it plays in humanitarian action
▶	Impact of data in humanitarian action


Recipes

A suggested step-by-step process to achieve learning objectives
1 Start with What Data is in a Piece of Fruit (1 - 1) to get people thinking about data and context.
2 Guide participants to build an understanding of What is Data? (1 - 2).
3 Run the What is Data? (1 - 2) to refine the difference between data and information.
4 Proceed with Personify Data (1 - 5) to elaborate on why data matters within humanitarian projects.
5 To provide additional context for data use within IFRC use Personify Data (1 - 5).
6 Finish with No Data Situation (1 - 6) where participants will be able to discuss how data is important in their work.









[image: ]M 1	|	S ▷ Cover	Understanding how data mattersD
A
T
A
P
L
A
Y
B
O
O
K






Ingredients
Pick and choose ingredients to create your own recipe. Do you have an ingredient we’re missing? Send an email to data.literacy@ifrc.org


Exercises

Short, discrete social learning experiences
▶	What is in a piece of fruit
▶	Personifying Data
▶	No Data Situation


Session Plans

Longer social learning experiences
n/a


Slide Decks

Presentations to be used and/or adapted:
▶	What is Data
▶	Data and Information Question and Answer
▶	Why does Data Matter


Checklists/Handouts/Materials

For documentation of essential elements of the learning experience
n/a
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Next Steps

Relevant modules in the Data Playbook
Are you working with a team or organisation on building their ability to use data in humanitarian work? You should start working with Nurturing a Data Culture (2) and continue to work consecutively through the playbook.

Credit

Dirk Slater, Melissa El Hamoush, IFRC V1 Sprint and Data Playbook Beta contributors
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