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1 - 1	What Data is in a Piece of Fruit












This exercise will help participants understand how data can be found everywhere and also how when context changes, so does the data.
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▶	People: 2 to 16 people
▶	Time: 20 Minutes
▶	Difficulty: Easy
▶	Materials: A piece of fruit for each participant (or one per pairs) e.g., an apple or an orange. Something that people can hold without it being messy. Get another kind of fruit if you want to run the extra credit exercise. Flip-chart paper and markers (face-to-face) collaborative online document (online session)
▶	Virtual Materials: Virtual meeting platform, shared document/writing space.


Preparation
If the meeting is virtual, ask participants to bring a ‘piece of fruit’ for the exercise.


Exercise	
Part 1: Explore
Collecting the right data is integral if we are to use data to make the right decisions. When we collect data from human subjects, there are countless data points that we could choose to collect. In this exercise, we will think about the many data points that could be collected.

Pass out a piece of fruit to each participant (apples work great). Get participants to break into pairs and make a list of all the different data they think the apple contains or represent. Likely they will come up with answers around nutrition (calories, vitamins, sugar) and prices, place grown, etc.

After they have had five minutes, ask them to think about what data would come from a bag of the fruit.


Part 2: Discuss
Then in a large group discussion, get them to share their answers. Point out how the data they find will often depend on what they are going to do with the fruit, for example: different consumers will be interested in different data and what is useful to one data consumer may not be useful for the other. Get the group to practice understanding what
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data is needed by different data consumers and what should be excluded. Get the group to write down different data that would be of interest to different data consumers:

Question: Person buying fruit; If I’m going to buy the fruit, I want to know the variety, price, the date it was picked, and where it was picked.

Question: Person eating fruit; If I’m going to eat the fruit, I may want to know about nutritional values, ie. vitamins contained, calories.

Question: Person selling fruit; If I have a bag of fruit, I may want to know how much they are going for at the market.

Question: Person picking fruit; If I’m a fruit picker, I may want to know how much I can get paid for a bag of fruit and how long it will take me to pick a bag.

Question: Who else?

Ask participants to think about any other scenarios they can think of that would lead them to different data about the fruit.

Extra Credit

Pass out another kind of fruit and ask, what data will this fruit have that is the same as the other piece of fruit. (To raise issues of standardisation). Also see Getting the Data We Need (4) option to present the group with a consumer to compare with the original list of variables and discuss data collection aspect:

“I am a manager of a market and I need to place an order for oranges from a farm or produce distributor”. We need to ensure we are collecting the right data from the managers to make a decision, not too much data and not too little data:

▶	What data is useful for this manager?
▶	What data is no longer useful?
▶	Can any of the data be collected from secondary sources?
▶	What is left for us to collect?

Credit

Adapted from A Data Strategy Workshop Curriculum, Dirk Slater, FabRiders
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