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Executive Summary

The major functions of climate change analysis within Tanzania’s institutionalization planning
approaches include assessing vulnerabilities, guiding adaptation strategies, and enhancing
coordination among institutions. These functions are vital for integrating climate risks and
adaptation measures into national and sectoral development plans, strengthening governance
and institutional capacities, and enabling evidence-based policymaking for effective climate
change response.

This study focuses on examining Tanzania’s efforts to institutionalize climate adaptation in
selected urban areas by assessing urban residents’ awareness of climate change impacts and
adaptation measures, analyzing the effectiveness of existing urban climate adaptation policies
and frameworks, and exploring stakeholder involvement in urban adaptation planning. These
objectives contextualize climate change analysis within urban governance, policy evaluation,
community awareness, and multi-stakeholder engagement in Tanzania's evolving climate
adaptation landscape.

The study was conducted in four purposively selected regions vulnerable to climate change
impacts: Morogoro, Dar es Salaam, Dodoma, and Arusha. A mixed-methods approach using a
convergent parallel research design enabled simultaneous collection and separate analysis of
quantitative and qualitative data, which were then merged for comprehensive interpretation.
Analyzing institutionalization planning approaches is key to understanding how climate
adaptation is mainstreamed within government structures, ensuring cross-sector coordination,
securing funding, and empowering local communities. This analysis also identifies critical gaps
such as limited coordination, weak information flows, and lack of financing strategies that may
hinder effective adaptation. Furthermore, it highlights the distinction between top-down and
bottom-up planning approaches, emphasizing the importance of community involvement to
enhance adaptive capacity and avoid maladaptive outcomes.

The study was conducted to generate knowledge on urban climate change adaptation by
analyzing institutionalization planning approaches in Tanzania that align with global frameworks
including the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Paris Climate Agreement, the
New Urban Agenda, and specifically the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
6, 11, and 13. SDG 6 focuses on clean water and sanitation, essential for urban resilience; SDG
11 aims to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable; and SDG 13 calls for urgent
climate action to combat climate change and its impacts. These frameworks highlight the need to
strengthen institutional frameworks and governance mechanisms to enable effective climate
adaptation in urban areas. By aligning with these goals, the study contributes to Tanzania’s
efforts toward sustainable development, disaster risk reduction, and climate resilience through
an integrated, coordinated approach to urban climate adaptation planning and implementation.

In Tanzania, urban areas are vital centers of economic and cultural activity but face increasing
vulnerability to changing weather patterns, including rising temperatures, irregular rainfall,
droughts, and floods. These climate-related challenges significantly impact urban life,
infrastructure, and future development. Urban areas have considerable potential to reduce
societal vulnerability by enhancing adaptive capacity to mitigate climate change impacts.
However, gaps remain in understanding the spatial dimensions of vulnerability and integrating
this knowledge into urban planning.



The major challenge is to minimize growing vulnerabilities while enabling inclusive and
comprehensive climate action that supports sustainable development. Addressing these
challenges requires urban-focused climate adaptation research, which plays a critical role in
informing the institutionalization of planning approaches. This ensures climate adaptation
becomes a core part of urban governance and development strategies. Institutionalizing these
approaches involves embedding climate resilience into planning systems to create equitable and
long-term solutions for climate adaptation in the selected study areas.

The study findings reveal high levels of awareness of climate change adaptation among urban
residents in Tanzania, as well as wide familiarity with major national institutions addressing
climate change matters. However, this awareness is not effectively reflected in local and regional
bodies. Challenges to effective adaptation include poor communication, weak institutions,
conflicts of interest, and limited public engagement, underscoring the need for improved
stakeholders’ coordination and better access to information. These findings highlight the
importance for central and local government authorities, including policymakers, to integrate
central government frameworks with local governments for effective implementation of climate
change adaptation strategies and institutionalization.

Most existing frameworks, including the National Climate Change Response Strategy (NCCRS
2021-2026), the National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA), and the National
Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), are nationally oriented, emphasizing the need for an
integrated urban or local climate change adaptation policy or framework that facilitates practical
implementation. The study calls on the government and local authorities to invest in community
engagement regarding existing frameworks to raise awareness, enhance implementation, and
involve stakeholders in review processes.

The study recommends that the government has to develop a multi-channel communication
strategy combining digital, traditional, and interactive platforms to effectively reach diverse
audiences. Urban authorities should strengthen capacity-building through training and
monitoring programs, while public awareness campaigns should be coordinated by the
government alongside NGOs, civil society organizations, and academic institutions. Additionally,
establishing a comprehensive budget for climate adaptation is essential, with increased
participation from the private sector and international development partners to provide financial,
technical, and capacity-building support.



